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KEEPING YOU 
INFORMED 

________ 
     

It's that time of the year! 
The NLNAC Annual Report 

for the 2007-2008 
academic year is due  

by November 21, 2008.  
You may login to your Report 

at www.nlnac.org with the 
unique access code that has 

been provided to you.  
   

Re-designed to be even more 
user-friendly, the online 

reporting system now enables 
saving and returning to your 

information prior to submission. 
As a reminder, saving your 
data does not submit your 

report. Please be sure to click 
on the SUBMIT button when 

you have completed the report. 
    

Should you need any 
assistance, please contact 

Alex Mariquit at 
amariquit@nlnac.org or by 

phone at 800.669.1656 
ext.247. We are looking 
forward to receiving your 

information. 
__________ 

 
IN MEMORIUM 

Dr. Ruth Elaine Davidhizar 
    

 
NLNAC Commissioner 

(2006 - 2008) 
NLNAC Program Evaluator 

(1997-2008) 
 

Dr. Davidhizar passed away 
September 11. 2008. She will be 
remembered for her outstanding 

contributions to the nursing 
profession and more than 35 
years of dedication to quality 

nursing education. 
__________ 
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AUTUMN GREETINGS FROM DR. SHARON TANNER, NLNAC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - The leaves 
are turning, the air is cooler, and the shops are already in preparation for the upcoming holidays…signs 
of fall are all around us in New York. October typically means that your fall academic terms are well 
underway; I hope that your students are enjoying success with their classes. One of my favorite times of 
the year was the welcoming of incoming students; it was such a pleasure to see the excitement on their 
faces and hear their many questions as they settled into the routine of classes, labs, and clinical 
experiences. I have been quite fortunate to work in several different program types during my tenure in 
nursing education, and quite honestly, it would be difficult for me to say which group was the most 
rewarding - the graduate students beginning advanced practice or the entry-level students discovering 
nursing for the first time. At the NLNAC, the Fall means site visits to programs seeking accreditation, 
and the cycle is well underway with 77 programs hosting site visit teams this period with some exciting 
news – there are 17 programs seeking initial accreditation this cycle and a possible 20 programs moving 
forward in the Spring 2009 Cycle! Have a great fall and holiday season!  

 
NLNAC BRINGS THE COLORS OF AUTUMN IN NEW YORK TO TEXAS - We 
would like to thank all of our colleagues that stopped by our booth at the NLN 
Education Summit in San Antonio, Texas this September. We would especially like 
to thank all those who participated at the NLNAC Special Session "Dialogue with 
NLNAC". We hope the session provided you the opportunity to ask questions and 
discuss issues related to nursing education and accreditation.  
   

SURPRISE VISITORS AT THE FALL SELF-
STUDY FORUM - The Fall Self-Study Forum held at the Disney's 
Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando this October was well attended 
with over 200 attendees and a surprise visit by Mickey and Minnie. 
The Forums continue to be the best resource for programs planning 
for candidacy and initial 
accreditation as well as nursing 

administrators and faculty from all program types to learn about the 
accreditation process. Registrations are now being accepted online 
at www.nlnac.org for the upcoming Spring 2009 Self-Study Forums 
in Dallas and New Orleans. We hope to see you there!    

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW PROGRAM EVALUATORS AND TEAM CHAIRS - The Program 
Evaluator Forum this October in Houston, Texas successfully oriented 26 new site visit team chairs and 
44 educators and clinicians to their new roles as NLNAC site visitors. We are continuing to expand our 
base of program evaluators for practical nursing programs and clinicians. We invite you to be a part of 
this most rewarding experience. Go to www.nlnac.org/ProgEvaluators/pe_Intro.htm for more information 
on becoming an NLNAC program evaluator. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW COMMISSIONERS - Results from the 2008 elections were recently 
announced at the NLN Education Summit. Please join us in welcoming four new Members to the 
NLNAC Board of Commissioners and two Commissioners re-elected for a second term. They will join 
their colleagues on the Commission at the Board's November meeting.  

Linda K. Cockrell, MSN, RN
(Term 2008-2011) 
Norfolk Technical Center,  
Norfolk Public Schools 
Norfolk, VA

Linda Norman, DSN, RN, FAAN
(Term 2008-2011) 
Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, TN 

Mary Lou Rusin, EdD, RN
(Term* 2008-2009) 
Daemen College 
Amherst, NY

Christina DiMichele, MSN, RN, NEA-BC 
(Term 2008-2011)  
The Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia 
Philadelphia, PA 

Beverly L. Welhan, DNSc, RN, ANEF
(Second Term 2008-2011) 
Montgomery County  
Community College 
Blue Bell, PA

Howard L. Simmons, PhD
(Second Term 2008-2011)  
Morgan State University 
Baltimore, MD

* Completing term of Dr. Ruth Davidhizar
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